Regulation of leukocyte trafficking by lipoxins.
Lipoxins are lipoxygenase interaction products formed by transcellular metabolism during host defence and inflammation. In model systems, lipoxins modulate polymorphonuclear leukocytes (PMN) chemotaxis, adhesion molecule expression, inhibit PMN-endothelial cell adhesion, and attenuate cytokine release from epithelial cells. These observations raise the possibility that lipoxins are 'stop signals' for PMN-mediated tissue injury and promote the resolution of acute inflammation.